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Report on the Condition of Woman and Child Wage-Earners in the 
United States. In 19 volumes. 61st Cong., 2d Sess., Senate 
Doc. 645. Prepared under the direction of Charles P. Neiix, 
Commissioner of Labor. Vol. XII. Employment of Women in 
Laundries. Washington, 1911. Pp. 121. 

The results of a study of the working conditions of women and girls 
employed in laundries in Chicago, New York, Brooklyn, Philadelphia, 
and Rockford, HI., are here presented. These cities contain about 2,500 
American laundries and 2,000 Chinese laundries, the latter largely hand 
laundries, and about one-sixth of the former, motor. The special sub- 
jects of study were general conditions of the workrooms, hours of labor, 
and the effect of the employment on women employees. The latter 
study, including case reports of 539 women, forms the greater part of 
the report. 

In Chicago the motor laundry, in the other cities the hand laundry, 
prevails, but much of the washing of clothes which is ostensibly done by 
hand in New York and Brooklyn is really done by motor laundries and 
only ironed by hand often in unsanitary homes. 

Weekly hours of work in laundries are not long as compared with 
other industries, but the daily hours are often unduly extended even to 
14. Rates of pay per week ranged from $5.50 to $12.00 according to 
the type of work performed and the character of the laundry. 

The injurious occupations within laundries in which women engage 
are in the washrooms, where chemicals are used in bleaching, the starch- 
ing, ironing, and shaking processes. Hand ironing, however, is declining 
among women because of its heaviness. The sorting and marking of 
soiled clothes, commonly considered dangerous to health, was not found 
to be so in this study. Tuberculosis among laundry workers was also 
found to be rare. A special investigation of this disease is needed, 
however. 

Conditions in laundries can be much improved by bringing the hand 
laundries and some of the motor laundries into line with the best existing 
types of motor laundries, which have proper ventilation and light, 
bathing facilities, restrooms, and other conditions making for health and 
efficiency. At present, a lack of standardization in these matters 
prevails. 

As one reads the detailed descriptions of the processes in which 
women in laundries are engaged, it is apparent that much unnecessary 
labor of a socially unproductive kind in addition to the real cleansing 
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process is demanded by laundry patrons. Simplification in dress and the 
growth of the custom of not ironing bed linen and underclothes and of 
wearing more frequently materials requiring neither starch nor ironing 
are desirable from the standpoint of the employees in the laundry 
industry. 

Frances Fenton Bernard 
Gainesville, Fla. 

Report on the Condition of Woman and Child Wage-Earners in the 
United States. In 19 volumes. 61st Cong., 2d Sess., Senate 
Doc. 645. Prepared under the direction of Charles P. Neill, 
Commissioner of Labor. Vol. XV. Relation Between Occupa- 
tion and Criminality of Women. Washington, 1911. Pp. 119. 
The common belief that an increase of criminality among women has 
accompanied the widening of their industrial sphere is found in this study 
not to be supported by the evidence. The investigation was based upon 
the records of penal institutions and probation records in five states, and 
3,229 women in all were studied in six states. Serious difficulties in 
gathering definite information from the state concerning its prisoners 
were encountered, but every possible channel for verifying and checking 
information was utilized. 

Statistics of the offenders studied shows the highest percentage of 
criminality, 80 per cent, in the group designated in the Census domestic 
and personal service, and especially among servants and waitresses in 
that group, the traditional occupations of women. An examination of 
the earliest occupations of these offenders further emphasizes the high 
percentage of crime in this group. Moreover, while the number and 
proportion of wage-earning women is increasing, and increasing especially 
in the newer industrial pursuits, criminality among women seems to be 
decreasing if the f alling-off in the female prison population can be taken 
as evidence in that direction. 

The real relation between occupation and criminality among women 
seems to be not directly causal but to lie in the demand a given pursuit 
makes for intelligence and character in its workers. (It is a criticism of 
women employers and of all who engage employees for domestic and 
personal service that this work has been so little standardized and 
elevated as to demand low-grade employees.) 

Immorality among women, of which a separate study is here made, 
seems to be due chiefly to the influence of early training or lack of training 
and to defective mentality. Low wages and poverty were found not to be 



